The History of 1015 20™ St.
Galveston, Texas 77550 &
The Iady that built it Phllhpma Blum
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Information via e-mail from Jami Durham

The lady that built your house, Philipina Blum, was the widow of Joseph Blum. There is some connection between
Joseph Blum and Henry Rosenberg (philanthropist that left money to the city for library, Victory memorial at 25" and
Broadway, drinking fountains for man and beast, etc.) The 1860 census records Joe Blum residing in the home of Henry
Rosenberg. When Joe, as he was known, died in 1883, Henry Rosenberg took out a notice in the paper that his banking
house would be closed out of respect for Mr. Blum, who was a clerk at Sonnentheil & Lion, a dry goods store that sold

clothing.

Phillipina, Joe’s widow, owned lot 9 of that block before Joe died. She bought lot 8 (where your house is) in 1886, after
the big fire, and then built your house, and the front house (2002 Ave K) for use as tenant property. In between was a
small two-story structure with two rooms on the second floor for servants.

1885 Sanborn Map of lot 8 (and 9) prior to 1885 Fire. The building noted as “461” is where 1015 20" is today. The
building noted as “236" is Phillipina and Joe Blum’s residence.
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Phillipina’s father was Michael W. Shaw. He was a jeweler and his jewelry store here in Galveston was the first jewelry
store in the state of Texas. https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fsh45

SHAW, MICHAEL W. (1833-1923).

Michael W. Shaw, founder of the first jewelry store in Texas, was born on November 28, 1833, at Lampertheim on the
Rhine, in Hesse, Germany. In 1845 the Shaw family arrived in Galveston, Texas, searching for new opportunities. Shaw's
sister, Mary, married Daniel H. Pallais, a Galveston master watchmaker. In 1848 Shaw went to live with his brother-in-
law to learn the jeweler's business and in 1855, after acquiring considerable proficiency, opened the Shaw Jewelry
Company on the corner of Twenty-third and Strand. Shaw's company flourished until the Civil War, which temporarily
put a halt to his young business and depleted his savings. After serving in De Bray's cavalry in the Confederate Army and
Col. John C. Moore's Second Texas Infantry, Shaw returned to Galveston to rebuild his company. The business
prospered, and the jeweler found himself on his way to fortune again, until another disaster-a great fire in 1869-
devastated the Shaw store. Shaw then rebuilt the jewelry company in 1869 on the corner of Tremont and Market. In
1872 the quarters were expanded, and by 1880 Shaw’s reputation extended throughout the Southwest. The company
trade extended into a large part of Louisiana, all of Texas, and part of Mexico. Shaw manufactured many of his goods
from raw materials and also carried the best imported lines from Paris and a large domestic stock from New York. The
Shaw Company made Shaw a wealthy man, with investments that included a large part of the Montezuma silver mines
in New Mexico. Gen. Sam Houston ordered his walking cane from Shaw, who engraved and studded it with bits of silver.
Shaw was vice president of the Galveston Trust and Savings Company, a director of the Peoples Land and Homestead
Company, and one of the first members of the Galveston Artillery Company, having become associated with it in 1856.
In 1878 he married Annie Meyer of Houston; they had eight children. Shaw died on May 9, 1923, and his jewelry store

continued in business in Galveston until 1938.

BIBLIOGRAPHY:
Galveston Daily News, August 27, 1922, May 10, 1923. Charles Waldo Hayes, Galveston: History of the Island and the

City



Final notes and summery of house information submitted by Jami Durham

1015 20" Street
North half of lot 8, block 140
Built 1886 by Mrs. Phillipina (or Phillipine) Blum for use as tenant property.

Description on 1897 Insurance Record: 2-story frame building with metal roof containing 7 rooms, 2 halls, 2 closets, 1
bathroom and 2 brick chimneys to ground.

Phillipina was born in Germany on 18 August 1845. The Shaw family came to Galveston in 1845. Phillipina was one of
eight children born to Michael W. Shaw and Annie Meyer. In 1855, Michael opened the first jewelry store in Texas, here

in Galveston on the corner of Strand and 23",

Phillipina married Joseph Blum in Galveston on 19 May 1868. (GS Film #1008865, Digital Folder #00470571). The record
notes Phillipina’s last name as Bruch, so this was her second marriage. No information could be found about her union

with Bruch.

Joseph Blum was born 16 December 1838 in Nastall, Switzerland. The 1860 census for Galveston County notes Joe Blum
residing with Henry Rosenberg, the philanthropist who bequeathed the city the funds for a library and drinking fountains
for “man and beast.” The 1880 city directory notes Blum’s occupations as a clerk in a clothing store, Sonnentheil & Lion,
on 23" Street between Market and Postoffice Streets. Joe and Phillipina owned lot 9 of block 140, where they resided
prior to Joe’s death on 20 July 1883. A notice in the Galveston Daily News on 22 July 1883 informed readers that Mr.
Rosenberg’s bank would be closed that day out of respect for Joe Blum. Clearly a connection existed between Blum and

Rosenberg.

On 3 January 1886, the real estate transfers in the Galveston Daily News note the sale of lot 8 of block 140 to Phillipina
Blum. She purchased the lot from Mrs. Babette Levy. She had two houses built immediately after, noted by
improvements on the lot totaling $2500, recorded in 1887. The houses replaced the existing structures destroyed by the
1885 Fire (13 November 1885) which destroyed over 40 blocks of the city. (The 1885 Sanborn Map records two
dwellings and a corner store on the lot.) The two houses Phillipina built in 1886 included the larger house facing Avenue
K, 2002 Avenue K (extant) and a smaller house on the north end of the lot, 1015 20™. Both of the houses were used as

rental property, generating income for the widowed Phillipina.

The 1910 census records Phillipina living with her sister and brother-in-law, Henry and Anna Schafer, at 1909 Avenue )
(Broadway). By 1920, Phillipina has married again, to William D. Schillinger. The census and city directories record the
couple residing at 1012 19" Street. The 1920 census also reveals Edward and Mary Tiernan residing at 1015 20™ Street.
The census notes that the Tiernans own the house. A search of ancestry.com reveals Mary Tiernan's maiden name as
Shaw. Her father was Frank Shaw, Phillipina’s brother. No real estate transfer was found in the newspaper, noting the
sale of the property by Phillipina to the Tiernans. It's possible she gifted the house to her niece and nephew-in-law.

Phillipina Blum Schillinger died at the Letitia Rosenberg Home for aged Women, on 25" and Avenue O ¥%, in Galveston,
on 10 August 1930. She is buried in Evergreen Cemetery on Broadway. Phillipina’s family maintained ownership of 1015
20" Street until the 1970s, both occupying it themselves at times and using it as rental property during other times.
After the family sold the house, ownership has changed three times before purchased by the current owner.



1860 Censun

of Joe Blum living with Henry Rosenburg




1870 Census Joseph 33, Phillipia 24, Michael Shaw 31 (Phillipia’s brother), Mary Shaffer 13 & H Tableman 23yo female
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lanuary 28, 1883, Ad for Mrs. Jos Blum Dressmaker
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July 21, 1883 Joe Blum Death Announcement
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July 22, 1883, Henry Rosenburg closes bank in Mr. Joe Blum’s honor
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Additional e-mail information from Jami Durham explaining most likely why the house was built

Your house was built in 1886, at the same time the house on the south end of the lot was built (2002 Ave K).
Both we're built as tenant property. This entire area was devastated by a fire that started on Friday, the 13" of
November, 1885. Originating at 16" and Mechanic, the fire was fueled by a north wind, burning a four-block
wide strip of land that crossed Broadway and didn’t stop until it reached Avenue O, between 19%and

20" Streets. I’'m attaching the fire damage map, too. This fire destroyed almost 600 houses and buildings, and
left approximately 1500 people homeless, thus the need for tenant houses, such as yours and the one on the
south end of the block, arose. The insurance record we have on your house is dated 1897. At that time, the
two tenant houses were owned by Mrs. P. Blum. The 1896-1897 Galveston City Directory identifies her as Mrs.
Phillipina Blum, the widow of Joseph Blum, residing at 1909 Broadway. The 1884-1885 city directory records
Phillipina residing on Avenue K, between 20" and 21*.
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1885 fire map
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Jan, 3, 1886, Real Estate Transfer to Phillippine Blum and M.W. Shaw Jeweler Advertisement

THE {iAL\’ES‘I’\J‘i' DAILY ‘-‘TLWH» B'U\'Dﬁ.! JA"\'U ARY 3. 'IBBG

e rt ot ats ""ﬁﬂ:' were
gl E unilr oM |
Hf%u:rllh #: m:t E ﬁ
: nod wife m

lak Ea Int 'ﬂ"‘l‘l-‘-
-u.yn n’n‘”gé ~.§ (A

Iu'lﬂ l'.'il'-l.' ST ANTT
S
E.. L] IHIP'Wl nmL:m

Wm, F. ﬂ Jun o
Mibed mi‘u‘ﬁh [ t: 1“. ILH#I;’..
L, Marrisvh t0 Jeseph

lI-"I\'lI#ﬁn.. =88, for

'I‘Hipﬂ lla : asul te Clatles D.
nlton to 4. F.

cop-bnil intevast in

S
amﬁ'."

1. I'Hllpllm Minm, ot 4 in
rumuq::mlnlmm
sk B T s

"ﬂ&mmmuwmm
J.Jra?nav&mc:.ﬂﬂ ]Inr Guwrg
Jus :m.lun- , Munstor,

s ST T e
“Em"tmnm -mf“’"

l-'rnnf'l bentet! fal Cibinet Baton, ony
B per donw, Eﬁl‘ ¥Muriet and Comber ¥is.

'l-rlr nﬂl;'l"lhtﬁr-lhhl streat
Feeas Gentral Tairond uﬁ
T i

:ﬂaén‘f"*“' TR
%ﬁ-ﬁnm .r%" A

Weiss, rmu & Cx's

|
l{llﬂladc“
g
Iln:

E%"

nnnmmmh Q‘:‘rﬁ?‘h
Eﬂ#‘l— qu nsd Caner nnﬁ

| sad tket 4t will pay you to purchus

wew fer fainrfe are.

S. BERWIN,
Market Strest, bet. 21at & 224 Swrosts,
Mere feoac to Galvesion Art Sallery.

[NTERESTING

T TECOSH

The Interior.

For the bonefit ef these In tha inte-
oz of the Stata I have had publisied
t labor and the expazse of sev-
hundred dollars an iMsstratod

nd: desoriptive uh.hp- of Jowelry.
The wor 200 pages. aud
therein is minately d-u-l.bld and ple
tursd ne;r conceivadle articlo el
to bte found in a first-cias;

Jewslry establishmoat, sweh asticle
belng nombered and placed inso aim-

aﬁqmmuh Eumh the posai-
pectal cas Jn'z‘&'u“ﬁh‘z““:i‘;
2,

of ocsl, one of theso handy -:'ilm;r-
gsting little volumos,

lllnld e dssire Table Untlary, o

Biwque or Chinswars,

Hlﬂ:u.nl-lm!r,r as a proscut far

mr oart, refer
nma.ui you will find

u mrm
thiruunpunﬂlr thau:l‘%h

hlqaﬁulwohrhmi:ﬂh

nmm I hl.lﬂl beon lere im Lnsi-

nass lor Lhe past
tiat 1 nnnnm EVary uﬁmhw

M. W. SHAW
Leadjn;c} eweler,

GANTESTON, TEXAS.




1900 Census Phillipina with sister & brother in law, Henry and Anna Schafer
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1910 Census Phillipina living with sister & brother in law, Henry and Anna Schafer
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1920 Census Edward & Mary Tiernan 1015 20" St
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1930 Census Phillipina Blum inmate at Leticia Rosenberg House for Aged Women
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i B
}.if ROSENBERG LIBRARY, GALVESTON, TEXAS

-

74-0001
ROSENBERG, LETITIA WOMEN'S HOME
RECORDS, 1282-1971; 20 inches, MS, printed.

In 1888 a Lady Board of Managers was formed for the purpose of
maintaining a residence for aged women who could not properly care
for themselves. Henry Rosenberg saw this effort as figling a press-
ing need in Galveston, and provided in his will for the erection of
a permanent structure for the use of the home, given in memory of
his first wife Letitia. The building was dedicated in 1896.

The Home operated under the original structure until 1970, when
it was merged with The Moody House.

Letitia Rosenberg Woman's Home

Photograph, Letitia Rosenberg Woman's Home. Image available on
thne?hternet and included in accordance with Title 17 U5 C. Section
107,

X
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Article on Letitia Rosenberg Woman's Home

An article on Letitia Rosenbe

Woman's Home from

The Galveston Daily News on January 23, _
1896. Image available on the Internet and included
in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107,



August 12, 1930, Funeral of Mrs. Phillippine Blum Schillinger

‘THE GALVESTON DAILY NEWS, TUESDAY, AUGUST
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August 17, 1930, Memorandum to Phillippine Blum Schillinger
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ROSENBERG LIBRARY, GALVESTON, TEXAS
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74-0001
ROSENBERG, LETITIA VWOMEN'S HOME
RECORDS, 1885-1971; 20 inches, MS, printed.

In 1888 a Lady Board of Managers was formed for the purpose of
maintaining a residence for aged women who could not Yraperly care
for themselves. Henry Rosenberg saw this effort as filling a press-
ing need in Galveston, and provided in his will for the erection of
a permanent structure for the use of the home, given in memory of
his first wife Letitia. The building was dedicated in 1896.

The Home operated under the original structure until 1970, when
it was merged with The Moody House.

Letitia Rosenbery Woman's Home

Photograph, Letitia Rosenberg Woman's Home. Ima?e availabie on
/U

E'?.F? Internet and included in accordance with Titie 1 S.C. Section

X
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Article on Letitia Rosenberg Woman's Home

An article on Letitia Rosenberg Woman's Home from
The Galveston Daily News on January 23,

1896. Image available on the Internet and included
in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107,



City Directory Search -

1881-1882
Joseph Blum, clk Sonnentheil & Lion, r. 230 Ave K btw 20™, 21*
Sonnentheil & Lion, dry goods, ladies, gents, misses & children’s furnishing goods, 155-157 Tremont, btw Avenues D, E.

1884-1885
Mrs. Phillipina Blum (wid Joseph), dressmaker, 115 % E. market, r. 236 Ave K, btw 20", 21

David Block, grocer, cor Ave K, 20", r. same

1886-1887
Mrs. Phillipina Blum (wid Joseph), dressmaker, 115 % E. market, r. 236 Ave K, btw 20™, 21*

1890-1891
Mrs. Phillipina Blum (wid Joseph), h. H. C. Schaffer
H. C. Schaffer, salesman M. W. Shaw, r. ss Broadway btw 19™, 20"

1895-1896
Mrs. Phillipina Blum (wid Joseph), h. H. C. Schaffer
H. C. Schaffer, salesman M. W. Shaw, r. ss Broadway btw 19", 20"

1899-1900
Mrs. Phillipina Blum (wid Joseph), h. H. C. Schaffer
H. C. Schaffer, salesman M. W. Shaw, r. ss Broadway btw 19", 20"

1901-1902
Mrs. Phillipina Blum (wid Joseph), h. 1909 Broadway
H. C. Schaffer, bookkepper M. W. Shaw, r. 1909 Broadway

1905
Mrs. Phillipina Blum (wid Joseph), h. 1909 Broadway
H. C. Schaffer, bookkepper M. W. Shaw, r. 1909 Broadway

**¥1908-1909 (first year cross listings were included, allowing me to see who is living at 1015 20™)

Mrs. Phillipina Blum (wid Joseph), h. 1909 Broadway
Mrs. Sarah Miller (wid John), h. 1015 20™

1909-1910
Mrs. Phillipina Blum (wid Joseph), h. 1909 Broadway
Mrs. Sarah Miller (wid John), h. 1015 20"

1911-1912
Mrs. Phillipina Blum (wid Joseph), h. 1909 Broadway
Mrs. Sarah Miller (wid John), h. 1015 20"



1913
Mrs. Phillipina Blum (wid Joseph), h. 1909 Broadway
Mrs. Sarah Miller (wid John), h. 1015 20"

1914
Mrs. Phillipina Blum (wid Joseph), h. 1909 Broadway
Mrs. Sarah Miller (wid John), h. 1015 20"

1916
Mrs. Phillipina Blum (wid Joseph), h. 1909 Broadway
Mrs. Sarah Miller (wid John), h. 1015 20"

1919

No listing for Phillipina Blum, indicating she has already married Mr. Schillinger
Edward M. Tiernan (Mary M), supt sack goods dept. Wheat Export Co., r. 1015 20"
Edward M. Tiernan Jr., salesman Sam J. Williams Clothing, h. 1015 20"

Wheat Export Company, Thomas Shaw manager, office Cotton Exchange Bldg.

1921

William D. Schillinger (Phillipine), dist Carbona Fire Exting, r. 1012 19"

Edward M. Tiernan (Mary M), supt sack goods dept. Wheat Export Co., r. 1015 20"
Edward M. Tiernan Jr., salesman Sam J. Williams Clothing, h. 1015 20"

1924-1925

William D. Schillinger (Phillipine), rms. 3725 Ave N %

James C. Brooke (Clay) meter rdr Galv Electric Co., r. 1015 20"
George C. Smith (Willie), chauf Hose Co. No. 3, r. 1015 20"

1928-1929
Mrs. Phillipina Schillinger (wid Wm), r. 1804 25™
Charles E. Wilson (Mary), watchman, h. 1015 20"

1930

Mrs. Phillipina Schillinger (wid Wm), r. 1804 25™

Charles E. Wilson (Mary), watchman Sealy Hutchings Bank Bldg, h. 1015 20"
(Phillipina’s last listing.)

1932
Henry Paysse (Marion), longshoreman, h. 1015 20"

1936-1937
Edward M. Tiernan (Mary M), Sec., J. Levy Bro Inc., h. 1015 20", Tel 6483 (Mary M Shaw Tiernan, Phillipina’s niece)

1939
Mamie Tiernan (wid Edw), h. 1015 20"
Mary C. Tiernan, r. 1015 20"



1941
Mamie Tiernan (wid Edw), h. 1015 20"
Mary C. Tiernan, r. 1015 20™

1945
Mamie Tiernan (wid Edw), h. 1015 20"

1949
Mamie Tiernan (wid Edw), h. 1015 20"

1951
Mamie Tiernan (wid Edw), h. 1015 20™

1955
Mamie Tiernan (wid Edw), h. 1015 20™
1960

Mrs. Mary M. Tiernan (wid Edw), 1015 20"

1968
Arthur Shaw, retired, 1015 20™

1971
Mrs. Phillipine Garner, 1015 20™

1975
Address listed as vacant in cross directory

1976
Jesse Stevens (Inez), 1015 20"

1979
Mrs. Inez Stevens, 1015 20"

1980
Mrs. Inez Stevens, 1015 20™

1985
Gregg Fielder, 1015 20™

1990
Jim Windmiller, 1015 20"
Windmiller’s Hair Salon, 417 22™

1995
Jim Windmiller, 1015 20™



1996 (last year Galveston issued city directories)
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